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PAGE 1
1. Wide: as we open on the Kent Family Farmhouse. It’s all lit up with lights for Christmas. Through the windows we can see shapes and forms of people and a Christmas tree inside.  We can see there’s a family car in the driveway as the Clark’s family has already arrived. Kara lands in the front yard, dressed in a cozy jacket, carrying a small suitcase with her. 
CAPTION: KENT FAMILY FARM, SMALLVILLE, KANSAS
2. Kara takes a deep breath, her face kind of uncertain and tense. Her hand raised to knock. 
3. Reverse: Over Kara’s shoulder, she goes to knock on the front door, but it swings open. Clark has opened to the door gleefully. 
	CLARK: Kara! I’m so glad you made it.
	KARA: Hi Clark, I--
	CLARK: I haven’t had a family Christmas like this in…well it’s been a while.
	CLARK: Well, come on in! 
4. Kara is pulled inside into a hug between the whole Kent-Lane family, absolutely smooshed. 
	JON: Happy holidays, Kara!
	LOIS:  We’re so happy you are here. 
CLARK: Okay okay, let me help her get settled. 
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1. Clark stands inside the guest room gesturing to the bed. It’s a quaint but cozy rural bedroom. (Very grandma decorated in spirit).
CLARK: Bathroom’s down the hall, feel free to help yourself to anything you need, and--

2. We look at Kara’s face, she still seems nervous and apprehensive. Over her shoulder Clark looks concerned.
CLARK: Kara? Are you…okay?
KARA: No, I’m--

3. Wide as Kara sits on the bed, holding herself. Clark stands and listens (originally, I had him sit but I worry about the blocking)
KARA: This is the first time I’m doing the whole family Christmas thing since I was trusted with keeping National City safe and--
KARA: -- I guess I’m just nervous about what might happen while I’m gone. 

4. Clark looks at Kara fondly. 
CLARK: I know exactly what you mean. I struggled- well still struggle with feeling the weight of the world on my shoulders. But hey if something went wrong in National City, you’d know. That’s what super hearing is for. 

CLARK: Maybe it would help finding something to take your mind off of it.

5. We look through the open-door frame as Clark goes to leave the room with a cheeky look, Kara shooting up in surprise. 
CLARK: Speaking of which…there’s the annual Smallville Winter Festival in town. You should come and really take your Christmas vacation. 
CLARK: And I may or may not have set you up on a blind date, and promised you’d be there--
KARA: WHAT?! 

6. Close on Kara as she covers her face sighing. 
KARA:  ughh…
PAGE 3

1. We cut to the Smallville Winter We see the town square where there’s some food booths setup, a large Christmas tree in the center all decorated, and people milling about. We can see Kara, Lois, and Clark walking into the decorated area. 

CAPTION: DOWNTOWN SMALLVILLE
KARA: So, you fancy yourself a matchmaker now? 
LOIS: He loves love.
CLARK: Look, it’s not just about love! It’s about connection. 

2. Closer on them as they walk around. Everyone is dressed for the semi-cold weather. Kara looks a bit annoyed, while Lois and Clark hold hands. Lois has a cool demeanor as she’s used to his goofy moods. 
CLARK: It’s good to put yourself out there. Work life balance is important. 
KARA: Sure, sure. And who even is this guy?
CLARK: He’s the kid of my buddy Pete Ross! He’s a good guy. And look if you don’t like him, just come find Lois and I. 

3. On Clark who gestures at the large Christmas Tree with an excited look. Kara looks exhausted by this already.
CLARK: He will meet you right over there in 10 minutes. And if there isn’t a spark at least you have a new friend. 
KARA: And you’re not even going to tell me his name?

4. Clark cocks an eyebrow as Lois sighs and starts to guide him away
CLARK: Where’s the fun in a blind date if you know what to expect! Isn’t that the whole point?
LOIS: Oh Clark…c’mon let’s leave Kara to her ambush date. 
LOIS: Have fun tonight, Kara. We are going to go try out the ice-skating rink. 
5. Wide shot as we see Lois and Clark start to walk away, leaving Kara waiting near the Christmas tree looking miserable. In the foreground we see the back of an unknown character watching Kara. This is Brainiac 5 in a human disguise. But we can’t quote make that out.
(small font) CLARK: And can we get some hot chocolate?
(small font) LOIS: Of course.
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1. Kara stands and waits. Obviously annoyed. 
2. Matching the previous panel she now checks her phone. 
3. Kara goes to leave but bumps into the still unknown figure. This is Brainiac 5 in his disguise. Kara isn’t fazed or moved by this at all. (A Kryptonian brick wall haha). Brainiac comedically ricochets off  of Kara and falls to the ground.
KARA: Well, I gave it a chance-- 
4. A shot from Brainiac 5 ‘s POV looking up at Kara as she extends a kind hand to him. 
KARA: Oh my gosh I am so sorry! Let me help you--
B5: It is no problem, Kara. I’ve taken worse hits than that.

5. This is a dreamy shot of B5 looking a bit tussled as he accepts Kara’s hand and stands back up. 
We see now fully unveil Brainiac 5’s human disguise. Here’s my thoughts on it but I totally trust you to make him a rom com heartthrob!  He is dressed like a comfortable scholar. The kind of glasses wearing guy you’d see in a library or bookstore in his spare time. (Maybe there’s something funny about him having three freckles where he would have the usual Brainiac spots). Probably should stick with him being a blonde. He looks at Kara with a kind face.

B5: Usually, I’m more aware of my surroundings—
KARA: Me too. Guess today just threw me off my…

6. Kara stands, tilting her head in thought. B5 quickly lies to cover up his slip up of her name. 
KARA: …How did you know my name?
B5: I--
KARA: Ohh I see you’re Pete’s son. 
B5: Yes? I…am.

PAGE 5
1. Kara gives him an awkward but sympathetic look as they stand there. B5 looks like he has something he has to say. 
KARA: I’m so sorry about my cousin setting this whole thing up. He thinks I need to put myself out there, but I don’t know if I’m really ready. 
KARA: I just spend a lot of my energy focusing on…work. 

2. Brainiac 5 adjusts his glasses. 
B5: Me too. To be completely honest I agreed to go on this…date due to my friends thinking it would be good for me. I tend to be caught up in work too. 

B5: Usually, the holidays don’t me mean much to me and I spend them in front of the computer. 

3. As they walk, the couple passes a stand where there’s some hot drinks sitting out. Kara grabs two in each hand. Brainiac looks confused but laughs it off, trying to keep his cover yet again. 
KARA: So let me guess.
KARA: Computer Engineer? Programmer? 

B5: What? 
B5: No, I’m--

4. Kara hands him the drink but tilts her head like she’s trying to figure him out. Brainiac deflects sheepishly. 
KARA: Okay, then what? 
B5: Computer Scientist…overall scientist would be a better label. 
5. Wide on them: Kara lightly teases him and B5 sips his drink with a smirk.
KARA: Oh, so you’re one of those brainy guys, huh? 
B5: You could say that.
6. Over B5’s shoulder we look at Kara who looks off, tuning into far away dangers with her hearing. 
B5: And what do you do? 
KARA: I--

PAGE 6
1. Close on Kara as her superhearing tingles. 
SUPERHEARING: Oh god! The meteor is going to destroy the whole city!!
KARA: I will…be right back! 
2. Match cut of the same framing from page 5, panel 5. We see a blur as Kara flies off. Brainiac 5 sighs. 
SFX: FWOOOSH
3. The meteor starts to approach the city, but Kara gives it a big push sending it back off into space. 
SFX: WHAM!
KARA: Phew--I guess meteors don’t even take a holiday. 
4. Kara rushes back to Brainiac. His clothes being visibly blown from her landing. Brainiac says his line lightly
KARA: Where was I? 
B5: Us both being, what some of my friends call, workaholics? 
KARA: Right. I don’t know if dating is right for me especially when my job puts a lot of responsibility on me. 
KARA: Would I be interested if the right person came along? Sure. But they’d have to understand my--

5. Kara sheepishly holds up a finger. 
SUPERHEARING BALLOON: My purse! He stole my purse! 
KARA: One sec--







PAGE 7
I imagine this page being laid out as one wide across at the top, with two rows of two panels, and then another wide across the bottom. But I trust your vision of however you see it. 
1.  Kara comes back to B5’s side as he starts to walk through the festival. We just see the motion lines coming off of her as she pursues all these “dangers”. Her super hearing is constantly listening, worrying about her city. It would be really cool if the super hearing balloons lingered gently in the background.
B5: I understand how you feel. Sometimes we have jobs that are so complex and heavy they tend to bleed into all aspects of our lives. 
KARA: Exactly! And people tell you to ignore it and just do stuff to take your mind off it. 
SUPERHEARING: Someone help!!
2. Brainiac talks with his hands trying to reach Kara emotionally. Every time Kara zooms back to the winter fest she looks more and more out of sorts. 
		B5: But that makes it feel more overwhelming. And you lose track of…
3. Kara helps a cat out of a tree. Behind her you can see that the fire department was already there. 
4. Match to panel 2, Brainiac keeps talking but his worry grows. 
B5:  Time. Often forgetting that we need to—
5. Kara helps an old lady cross a street that already has a crossing guard. 
6. Brainiac stills Kara with her name. He wants to reach out to her, but she looks like she’s going to emotionally combust. 
B5: Kara? 
B5: Kara are you okay? 






PAGE 8
1. This top panel is big so that there is room for all the dialogue. As the two of them stand amongst the light garden Kara begins to rant. Kara gestures as she talks, finally hitting her breaking point. And Brainiac listens intently. 
KARA: No, I’m--I’m not okay! 
KARA: I just feel like I’m meant to hold it all in! Everyone expects me to be perfect and always there for them! And I want to be! 
KARA: But I just keep giving and giving and I’m scared that if I don’t spend any time to focus on me then I won’t be me anymore. I’ll be S—I’ll be someone else! 
KARA: Everyone I know just keeps going and moving forward or pretending like carrying the world on your shoulders is an easy thing! But someday it’s not! And I’m worried if I can’t keep it up then I’m just--I’m just--  

2. Extreme close-up on Brainiac putting his hand on her shoulder. 
3. Brainiac tilts his head as he talks. Speaking to her in the only way he can. 
B5: The world is not only on your shoulders. You have friends and family who are more than willing to help you when you falter. 
B5: You say that there are other people who feel this weight but who seem to be unbothered. Maybe they are like you and suppressing these feelings or maybe…they know that it’s not something they do alone.  
B5: They have you and you have them. 

4. Kara and Brainiac stand face to face. The closest we have seen them in this issue. Kara smiles a little at him.
KARA: You seem to understand this almost better than I do.
BC5: I’m only saying things that you’ve already told me. I think it is just helpful to hear it from an outside source. 
KARA: It was. And you know you are right…
PAGE 9
1. Over Brainiac’s shoulder Kara sees Lois and Clark laughing while ice skating. Clark wobbles and Lois holds him up.
 KARA: I do have them. 
KARA: And I think right now I need to focus on spending time on myself and my family. 
2. Kara gaze softens at Brainiac.
KARA: Thank you for listening to me ramble tonight and giving me some good advice. You’re a great guy and I’d really like to grab coffee sometime. 
3. There’s something palpable in the air between them as we can even see their hands twitch towards each other. 
B5: I’d love that, Kara. 
KARA: Me too.
4. Kara pulls her purse up to her face. Looking down into it as she shuffles through it. Looking for her phone. 
KARA: Let me get your phone number and we can—

5. WIDE on Kara as she stands alone. Other couples and festival goers walk around her, but Brainiac is nowhere to be seen. She looks disappointed. 
6. Kara JUMPS at Clark’s voice, snapping out of her own thoughts. 
CLARK: Kara! There you are! 







PAGE 10 
1. Over Kara’s shoulders we see Clark and Lois dragging along the son of Pete Ross. 
CLARK: This is Johnathan Ross. He got a little lost.
JOHNATHAN: Sorry, Kara. It’s um nice to meet you. 

2. Kara smiles awkwardly but is trying to be polite. 
KARA: It’s nice to meet you Johnathan, but I don’t really feel like going on a date tonight. 
KARA: I’d rather spend time with my family.

3. Kara walks between Clark and Lois seeming a lot happier. Behind them Johnathan Ross looks dejected. 
CLARK: You seem in better spirits 
KARA: Well, I…made a friend. But I didn’t get his number before he left. 
LOIS: Who? Maybe Clark knows him. 

4. Kara looks back over her shoulder to where she and Brainiac had been spending time. She has a curious, thoughtful, grin on her face. 
KARA: I’m not sure. 
KARA: But whoever he was, he seemed to get me. 

5. As Brainiac 5 walks through the crowd his disguise technology melts away revealing his true form underneath. 
ELECTRONIC BALLOON: Soooo how did it go? 
B5: It went…well. 
ELECTRONIC BALLOON: Did you tell her you like her? Did you kiss her?
B5: What?
B5: No, I did not, Imra.

6. Brainiac walks away from Smallville, the twinkling lights of the festival in the distance. He’s fully himself now, green and all. He smiles to himself
B5: She’s not ready, and I don’t know if I am either. 
B5: But when we are…we’ll find each other. 









